Learning English through Poems and Songs


Song Presentation for Commercials

Advertising Jingles
Learning Activity 1
Reading, Listening and Speaking

Jingles are commonly used in television and radio advertising. A jingle is a short song, which is simple and repetitive as most of the time we do not listen to advertisements carefully. The idea is to get a cute and memorable tune and a few words which refer to the product to stay in our minds despite our lack of interest. If you find a jingle buzzing round your head, it has been a success. Some very successful jingles have been very short: “It is the real thing!/You deserve a break today”.
The same techniques we have seen in poems and songs are used in jingles: rhyming words and alliteration (e.g. “Tetley tea/lovely as can be”; “Double your pleasure, double your fun with Wrigley’s Doublemint Gum”; and 7Up is said to be able to “quench quickly”). But a concept is even more important. Soft drinks want to seem very fashionable and right for the younger generation. Cosmetic products for men need to seem really tough and manly. Freshness and nature are good selling points for lots of products. 
Read the following examples of jingles and share with your partner which one you like best and why.
	1. 
	BurgerQueen, BurgerQueen

	
	The best burgers you’ve ever seen

	
	BurgerQueen, BurgerQueen

	
	The best burgers there’ve ever been.

	
	(repetition and rhyme)


	2. 
	Wongs knows how to bake

	
	The very best

	
	The very very best

	
	The very best cake!

	
	(exaggeration, rhyme)


	3. 
	If you’re thirsty 

	
	And you know it

	
	Drink some Z-Ice.

	
	If you’re thirsty and you know it

	
	You’ll find Z-Ice is nice!

	
	(uses a familiar catchy tune, rhyme, repeats product name, Z-ice)


	4. 
	Tang’s fishballs-

	
	All the freshness of the deep sea

	
	All the flavour of the ocean

	
	(image, parallel phrases)


	5. 
	Pizza perfection…Pete’s pizzas…

	
	(alliteration)


	6. 
	Take the dumpling challenge…


(for a well-known make of frozen dim sum, sounds grand, might be repeated jokingly by consumers)
	7. 
	Our spring rolls are the springiest in town.


(amusing word play)
Learning Activity 2
Writing
You are going to write a jingle for a product of your choice. Remember how a jingle sounds is important. You will need to say the words out loud to hear how they sound together. Play with different rhythms until you are happy with the jingle. Simple jingles are the most effective.

Follow the steps below:

1. Think of a product and write a jingle for it. You might like to consider sports shoes, apple juice, peanuts, potato snacks, chicken wings, green tea drink, coffee, soap, shampoo, sausages, tinned pineapples and so on.
2. Make a list of all the special things about your product (e.g. What does it do? What is special about the taste? Is it cheap? How will it help us?)
3. Using this list, try and make some words that rhyme with your ideas. These words should be positive ones.

4. Using your list, try and think of some words that can be used as alliteration. Again these words should be positive.

5. If there is a jingle tune that you like, try and make your words fit into that tune.

6. Think about repetition – is there anything you can repeat?

Use of Songs in Advertising
Learning Activity 1

Speaking

In some cases, the advertiser uses a song as the background to the advertisement to create its mood and attract customers.

In groups, select three commercials that use songs to sell an image or a product which you find particularly memorable, and do the following:

1. Identify the song and the song title. Find out who sings it.

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

2. Find the lyrics. (You may consult http://www.tonsoflyrics.com for the lyrics of some songs.)
3. What product is the song helping to sell?

_______________________________________________________________________________

4. How is the song related to the product (e.g. in terms of the rhythm, tune or words/expressions in the lyrics)? What other words/expressions are used to add effect to the advertisement? Explain.
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

5. What images/pictures are used to support the lyrics? What meanings do they create? (e.g. Do they suggest that the product is good for health, fashionable, highly recommended by experts, etc.?)  Fill in the table on the next page.
	Lyrics
	The images/meanings they create

	
	

	
	

	
	


6. Share your ideas with your class. You may wish to talk about what aspects of the song make the commercial and the product it sells memorable to you. 

Learning Activity 2

Discussion

1. What do you think the songs in the left-hand column could help to promote? Some of the songs have actually been used in advertisements and others not. Match the songs with the products on the right.
	“True Colours”        
	(
	(
	telecommunications

	“I Can See for Miles”     
	(
	(
	airline

	“What a Wonderful World”  
	(
	(
	sports shoes

	“Fly me to the Moon”    
	(
	(
	face cream

	“Orange Crush”     
	(
	(
	coach travel

	“Happy Together”
	(
	(
	fresh fruit and vegetables

	“Born to Run”
	(
	(
	pet food

	“Ticket to Ride”
	(
	(
	beer

	“What’s New, Pussycat?”
	(
	(
	orange juice

	“As Time Goes by”
	(
	(
	car headlights


2. Which of the song/product matches seems to you to be the best? Work with a partner to suggest some more such matches. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
Learning Activity 3

Presentation
Working as a group, take on the role of a commercial advertising team and select a song for advertising one product. Then, present your choice and the reasons for it to the rest of your class, who will evaluate your presentation. You should refer to the words in the lyrics as you present. Divide up the presentation so that everyone in the group takes part in it. 

Follow the steps below to help you to prepare the presentation.

1. Discuss which of the following products you would like to advertise. You may create your own products if you prefer:

· software that can be used to create photographs

· mobile phone or mobile phone service

· a skin care product

· a soft drink

· a holiday resort

· a public information commercial encouraging people to adopt abandoned pets

2. Make notes in the following table.

	Product:



	Song selected:



	Reasons for the selection:




3. Organise your ideas according to the presentation plan below:
	Introduction:

	· introduce the product to advertise

· introduce the song to use for the advertisement

	Body:

	· state two to three reasons to explain why the chosen song is suitable for promoting the product (e.g. tune, mood, lyrics, rhythm)

· quote examples from the song to illustrate arguments

	Conclusion:
	· recapitulate why/how the song fits the purposes of the advertisement


4. Brainstorm some words and expressions that might be useful in presenting your ideas to your classmates.
5. Divide the presentation into parts, make brief notes on note cards and practise. Refer to the “Group Presentation Feedback Form” your teacher gives you for the criteria for making a good presentation.
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